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364 THE JOURNAL OF PHILOSOPHY 

NOTES AND NEWS 

At a meeting of the Aristotelian Society on May 3, Professor Arthur 
Robinson read a paper on " The Philosophy of Maine de Biran : the Way 
out of Sensationalism." " De Biran was a life-guardsman of Louis XVI., 
banished to solitude by the Revolution, who devoted his life to philosophy. 
Although the period in which he lived witnessed the beginning and de- 
velopment of the great philosophical movement in Europe inaugurated by 
Kant's ' Critique of Pure Reason,' De Biran began his work probably not 
knowing even the name of Kant, and regarding Condillac and the ideolo- 
gists as the whole of philosophy. The attention which has recently been 
drawn to his work is due not to a purely antiquarian interest, but to the 
value and suggestiveness of his writings. It has been claimed that there is 
a close kinship between the philosophy of De Biran and that of Bergson; 
it is no doubt a kinship of the spirit rather than of the letter, but there 
are some who see in his doctrines the beginning of a philosophical direction 
which has influenced first Ravaisson and finally Bergson. In the only work 
published during his lifetime, his " Memoire sur l'Habitude," he comes 
before us as a sincere and subtle thinker, a psychologist by constitution, 
an ideologist and disciple of Condillac, gradually reasoning himself out 
of Sensationalism under the guidance of a clue found in the authorities 
of that school, but never pursued by them. Condillac's psychology was an 
attempt to reduce all the contents of consciousness, and also its activity, 
to transformations of passive sensations. Memory is a weakened atten- 
tion, a dominant sensation, and to have two sensations at the same time 
is to compare and judge. So, in his famous statue, the senses are awak- 
ened one after the other, and then the intellectual faculties supervene upon 
— or rather are — the transformed sensations. Some of Condillac's fol- 
lowers have called attention to the part which mobility plays in experi- 
ence, but it was De Biran who followed out the conception until it led 
him to conclusions inconsistent with the whole theory of Sensationalism. 
Some of his theories were in a curious way a forecast of modern doctrines, 
as, for instance, that we labor under an illusion with regard to the reality 
actually within us, born of our tendency to objectify and represent what 
is incapable of being objectified and represented, and the task of philos- 
ophy is to overcome and reverse this tendency. 'II faut, pour ainsi dire, 
desobjectiver la conscience et I'apercevoir dans son intimite.' ' Who 
knows,' he says in another connection, ' all that is possible to concentrated 
reflection, and whether there may not be a new world within us to be dis- 
covered one day by some metaphysical Columbus? ' " — Athenwum. 

" The Layman Revato," by Edward P. Buffet, which was reviewed in 
these columns on May 27, is now handled commercially, not by the pub- 
lisher whose imprint it bears, but by Messrs. G. E. Stechert and Com- 
pany, 151 West 25th Street, New York City, as selling agents for the au- 
thor. Mr. Buffet's address is 804 Bergen Avenue, Jersey City, New Jersey. 

Dr. Ernst Meumanx, professor of psychology at Hamburg, known for 
his contributions to experimental and educational psychology, has died at 
the age of fifty-three years. 



